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Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana Welcomes New Club in Crowley, LA. 

Boys & Girls Club of Acadiana is proud to welcome its 9th Club, Randy Prather Club in Crowley, Louisiana. This state-of-the-art facility 
is designed to offer a safe and nurturing environment where children and teens can participate in a variety of programs, including 
academic support, arts, sports, and leadership development.

“After years of hard work and commitment from the Crowley community, supporters, and Boys & Girls Club staff, we are incredibly 
excited to open the doors of the Randy Prather Boys & Girls Club. The Club named after Randy Prather, President of First National 
Bank of Louisiana, has been an advocate for providing youth with a safe place, positive mentors, and opportunities to discover their full 
potential,” said Rhyan Wheeler, President & CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana. “We want to thank our longtime supporters COX for 
their investment in the COX Innovation Lab, where youth have access to state-of-the-art technology. The Randy Prather Boys & Girls Club 
represents our ongoing commitment to providing opportunities to youth throughout the state.”

In addition to welcoming the new Club, Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana celebrated the launch of a new technology-filled Innovation 
Lab. Cox Innovation Labs are the cornerstone of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Club Tech program, which provides students access 
to curriculum to advance their computer literacy skills and help bridge the digital divide for children without access to a computer or 
internet connection at home.  

Within the new Randy Prather Club, the Cox Innovation Lab will give local Boys & Girls Club members the freedom to explore their 
interest in STEM while providing those without a computer or internet access a way to get connected and manage through distance 
learning. The lab includes TVs, laptop computers, gaming chairs, tablets, Wifi and internet services provided by Cox.



Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana Receives Awards 
Honoring Outstanding Programs and Dedicated Supporters

Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana attended the 2024 Annual Louisiana Area Council, a ceremony celebrating the remarkable 
contributions, successes, and achievements in programs for Clubs across the region. This year’s award recipients for Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Acadiana include a diverse group who have demonstrated extraordinary commitment to the mission of the Boys & Girls 
Clubs: to empower all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, and 
responsible citizens.

Award Categories and Recipients:
Professional of the Year Award: Tamara Anthony
Director of Operations whose commitment and innovation have greatly enriched the lives of our members for over 27 years.

Outstanding Program Award: Deep Dive Learning Adventures – Cheniere Energy Boys & Girls Club in Lake Charles, LA
Recognized for its excellence in delivering an “Under the Sea” summer programming that addresses the needs and aspirations 
of young people in our community.

Outstanding Program Award: Club Leader-In-Training – Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana New Iberia Units
Provide youth with an opportunity to explore diverse career paths, cultivate essential skills to enhance their value to future 
employers, and apply these skills both within the club and in the broader community. Participants engage in activities such as 
creating professional resumes and developing crucial soft skills, including time management, interpersonal communication, and 
conflict resolution.

New Board Member of the Year: Jhordi Henderson, COX Communications
Jhordi, alumni of Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana, has demonstrated exceptional dedication by actively participating in board 
meetings, committees, and mentoring Club youth. Through his employer, Jhordi and his COX team provided invaluable services to 
our Clubs to ready them for program sessions, showcasing a deep commitment to our cause.

Board Member of the Year: Joe Spell, Tides Medical
Joe has embraced his role as Chairman of the Board with exceptional dedication and commitment. His leadership exemplifies the 
qualities of an outstanding leader and has significantly enhanced the effectiveness and impact of the Board, demonstrating what 
it means to lead with both vision and heart.

Board Team of the Year: Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana
Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana excels in strategic vision and leveraging diverse expertise to guide the organization towards 
long-term goals. They ensure effective governance through clear policies, strong communication, and active engagement. Their 
commitment to the mission drives the overall organizational success.

C.A.R.E. Award (Children are the Reason for Excellence): Arelene and Michelle Hargroder, Courtesy Automotive Group
Courtesy Automotive Group hosted the 2nd Annual 
Training4Life event, a day with hands-on activities 
focused on building confidence and leadership. 
Participants enjoyed hearing from motivational 
speakers, took part in a talent show, engaged in fun 
activities, and were provided delicious food, themed 
shirts, sweatshirts, and other swag. The Training4Life 
event aims to bring young people together from 6 of our 
Clubs for a day of fun with a purpose.

Contribution to the Movement: Lynwood Creswell
Lynwood was awarded for her significant strides 
in advancing the mission and driving meaningful 
change. Lynwood was celebrated for her outstanding 
commitment, innovative efforts, and impactful actions 
that contributed to the growth and success of the 
movement over the last 25 years. Lynwood has played 
a crucial role in furthering the organization’s goals and 
creating positive, lasting effects within the community.



2024 EVENTS
Crawfish Crawl Fundraiser
Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana their inaugural community raffl e, Crawfi sh Crawl. The 
beloved community raffl e known as the Duck Race, rebranded to a new and fresh 
look presented by Gulf Coast Bank and Giles Gives Back. Individuals were invited 
to participate in purchasing $5 raffl e tickets to support summer programming for 
all 9 Clubs. A beloved event allows the community to come together and support 
the common cuase to provide a safe place for kids and teens to go during the 
summer to close the academic gap in between school years, receieve a hot meal, 
and continue programming to become caring, responsible, and productive citizens.

Country Concert
Members of the community gathered at Le Pavilion to celebrate youth in Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Acadiana Annual Country Concert Presented by Courtesy Automotive, 
Superior Energy, and Coteau Grove Porject. Sharing music and stories, Mark 
Chestnutt and Deana Carter provided a once in a life time experience pecial evening 
brings together country music, delicious food, and community spirit

Gail Benson Visit
Gail Benson, Owner of the New Orleans Saints and Pelicans governor, stopped by 
our Jackie Club to present the members gifts for Christmas as part of her December 
Month of Giving. Members received XBoxes, a PS5, iPads, and much more STEM 
products to add to their Cox Innovation Lab to continue to provide endless 
opportunties for our members to explore. 

Celebrity Waiter
Celebrating 29 years, Celebrity Waiter is the Vermilion event of the year, this year 
being the largest one yet. Year after year, the community show support for the youth. 
Individuals are invited to enjoy company as live music plays and look through the 
silent auction. Dinner is served by local celebrities as a live auction of exciting items 
and experiences are presented to continue to raise funds for programs and services 
for the local youth of Vermilion. We thank our presenting sponsors Ray Chevrolet, 
Industrial Oil Services, EnviroResources, and Beal 7 Hebert Law. 

Malcolm Mitchell Book Launch Event
Cox Communications partnered with Malcolm Mitchell, Superbowl Champion 
and Founder of the Share the Magic Foundation, to launch his newest children’s 
book, A World Within Reach. This book highlights the positive impacts that internet 
accessibility can have on improving outcomes and closing the digital divide among 
the nation’s youth. Cox Communications and Mitchell launched a national book tour 
with a stop in Lafayette on August 19, 2024, at the Jackie Club of the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Acadiana. This event featured a day full of fun activities concluding with an 
exclusive book signing and donation.



Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana’s Youth of the Year 
Leadership Academy Class of 2024 Graduates:
Ayden and Trevin from Jackie Club of BGCA
Nakayla and Zion from Opelousas Club of BGCA
Tylan, Asia, and Keion from New Iberia Club of BGCA
Youth of the Year is Boys & Girls Clubs premier recognition program. In preparation for the Youth of the Year Competition held 
in February, seven remarkable teens were selected to take part in our 6-month Youth of the Year Leadership Academy. This 
intensive 6 month program was designed to foster a new generation of leaders by developing them in the areas of public speaking, 
communication, networking, civic engagement, resume building and self-confidence. Their admittance into the Academy was 
based on their Club involvement, outstanding leadership, service to the community and academic excellence. 

They each exemplify the Boys & Girls Club mission and are proof to the impact our Clubs make in transforming the lives of our 
members. Each participate received a mentor from their community that provided them guidance and support throughout this 
process. While in the program the teens learned the importance of civic engagement by developing, planning and implementing 
their own community service projects. At the end of the six month program, all participants graduated and were now prepared to 
compete in the Acadiana Youth of the Year Competition.

BGCA TEENS

Empowering Youths’ Voice at Local Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Acadiana Teen Townhall Takeover

In partnership with Boys & Girls Clubs of America Think, Learn, Create Change Program, Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana hosted 
their first annual Teen Town Hall Takeover Event, a groundbreaking initiative designed to encourage and empower youth to speak 
up and make meaningful changes in their communities. Bringing together over 80 teen Club members, elected government 
officials, and guest speakers, the event brought new and insightful perspectives on how to become a positive advocate in their 
teen community. 

The Teen Town Hall Takeover Event aimed to provide a platform for our youth to voice their opinions, concerns, and ideas directly 
to the policymakers who shape their communities. Members welcomed Senator Gerald Boudreaux, Representative Brach Myers, 
Representative Jacob Landry, and Representative Troy Hebert who engaged in conversations of their interest in the government 
career path and what the next generation can do to continue to make positive changes. This unique opportunity allows teens to 
actively participate in the democratic process.



THANK YOU, DONORS
Anonymous
Anonymous
Cheniere Energy
Cox Communications

First National Bank
Moncus Family Foundation
Murphy USA
Pinhook Foundation

Senator Kennedy
Supreme Rice
Taco Bell

$50,000+

Acadia Police Jury
Arthur Blank Foundation
Bank of Commerce
Broussard & David
Caesars Entertainment

Citgo
City of Natchitoches
EnviroResources
Gulf Coast Bank
LHC Group

RoyOMartin
Steve & Mona Cart
Weyerhauser

$25,000+

Arkansas Elder Outreach
Bayou Companies
Bernard Duhon
C. Scott Schumacher
Coteau Grove Project

Courtesy Automotive Group
Family Dollar
First Horizon
Florence Mauboules Charitable Trust
International Paper

Optimum
Shop Rite
Superior Energy

$15,000+

Abigail & Charles Payne
Anonymous
Coca-Cola Lafayette
Jim & Charlotte Doyle

Olen Suire
Stephen & Courtney Nickel
Thomas Freeland
Tim & Lynwood Creswell

Toni Langlinais
William Dore

$10,000+

Accu-Line Well Services
Anonymous
Atmos
Beal & Hebert
Bill & Carla McElligot
Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Cal-Chlor
Carrie & Parker Templeton
Community First Bank
Darnall Sikes Wealth Partners
Delek
Eagle Pest Control

Falcon Rice Mill
Gielen Development Inc.
Hancock Whitney
Harrington Family
Investar
Jerry & Beverly Shea
John Bryant Gielen
John Story
Joseph Freeland
Judy & Ted Carmichael
Lee Lawrence
LWCC

M&J Valve
Natchitoches Regional Medical Center
Nolan Lemaire
Pat Norris
Ray Chevrolet
Ross
Rotary Club of Opelousas
Shetler Corley Motors
The Moody Company
Tides Medical

$5,000+



THANK YOU, DONORS
Abbeville Chiropractic
Acadian Companies
Ace Specialites
Arceneaux Ford
Atlas
Cajun Comic Relief
Crowley Rotary Outreach
David & Jessica Ditch
David Ashley
Ed Habetz
F&R Air Conditioning

First Guaranty Bank
Golden Nugget Lake Charles
Grizzly Roofing
Howard Conday
Janet Brewster
John & Patricia Suire
JOHNPAC
KAPTEL
Kathryn Godchaux & Joel Derby Fund
Larry Sikes
Love’s Travel Stops

Marlin Industries
Mary & Russell Zaunbrecher
Robert M’s
St. Paul Episcopal Church
Tanner Construction Services
The Allen Family
Theresa Godchaux Payne
Trahan Real Estate Group
Vincent Saitta

$2,500+

Abbeville Building and Loan
Abbeville General
Academic Technology Group
Acadia Parish Assessors Office
Acadiana Media
Acadiana Security Plus
Angie Doyle
Bank of Erath
Barbin Enterprises
Bert Carbo
Bill Roider
Bishop James & Ezora Proctor
Bo Duhe’
Bob Hensgens
Broussard Brothers
Bryan Comeaux
Cane River National Heritage
Cane River Pecan
Champagne’s Supermarket
Chapman’s AC
Chitimacha Louisiana Open
City Bank
Coastal Chemical
Crowley Climate Controlled Self Storage
Cruisin Cajun Country INC
David Bratton
David Edmond
Dinah & John Bradford
Discount Tire
Dr. Thomas Montgomery
Eddie Harrington
Engage Credit Union

Facilities Consulting Group
Farley Duson
First Federal Bank
Frank Camalo
Fred & Karen Hoyt
Fremin Properties
Frontstream
Gabe Marceaux
Gameday Mens Health
Glenn Lege Construction
Grant Guillott
Harbinger Medical Group
Haynie Family Foundation
Heberts Specialty Meats
Helen Love
Henry & Summer Helo
James Spreitzer
JC Penny
Judge Laurie Hulin & Shane Langlinais
Kiki Frayard
Lafayette Roofing
Laura Hebert
Louisiana Truck Shows
Love’s Travel Stop
Marc White
Mark & Paulette Moore
Mark Abraham
Mendoza Ford
Michael Doughty
Mullen Family Fund
Musson Patout Automotive
New Iberia Optimist Club

Ottinger Hebert
Panda Cares
Paul Lower Jr.
Pelican Broadband
Phil & Mary Lou Brown
Randy & Nancy Songy
Richard Haik
Rinaldi Family Foundation
Robin Menard
Ronnie & Phyllis Owens
Ryan Bourriaque
Sabine State Bank
Samson Rope
Sandrus Stelly
Sans Broussard
Sellers & Associaates
Sheriff KP Gibson
SLEMCO
South Louisiana Caregiving
Southwest Louisiana Credit Union
The MDV Foundation
Thomas Trahan
Truman Abshire
Veatrice Kay (Russell) Landry
WalMart
Walmart Distribution Center
Waste Connections
Wayne Melancon
William Mchugh
Xclusive Auto Spa

$1,000+



THANK YOU, DONORS
Abbeville Family Dental
Absolutely Embordiery
Ace Specialty Dumpster Rental
Alan & Meagan Faucheux
Amerisafe
Ann Mire
Blake Miguez
BlueFin
Brennan Breaux
CAFA
Chip Jackson
Christopher Feldman
Christopher Feldman DDS
Claire Kellbaugh
Clinical Pathology Reliapath
Crowley Fire Fighters
Crowley Lions Club
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Doerle’s Heating & Cooling
Don and Barbara Meyer
Douglas Menefee

Dr. Craig Brammer
Dr. Robert Aertker
Eric Thibodeaux
Fezzo’s
FracNDT
Fran Yanity
G&H Collision Center
G&H Tire
Gulf America Wire Rope
H&H Electrical
Haik, Minvielle, Grubbs & D’albor
HUNCO
Iberia Medical Center
Jefferson St. Greenroom
Jilco & Associates
Joseph Signorelli
Kenny Habetz
Kinchen Funeral Home
Kolder, Slaven & Co
Law Office of Natalie Broussard
LeMarche

Lindsay Anderson
Louis Rolfes
Mitchel & Kelly Karam
Musso Investment Group
Nanette Lavergne
Network for Good
Paul George
Penny McGhee
Phyllis Krebs
Picard Group
Primo Investments
Scott Privat
Shawn Williams
Stephen Lambousy
Taylor Mencacci
Thomas Romero
Todd Trahan
Tyson Cromwell
Vern’s Bar-B-Que
VR Esthetics LLC
Whittington Veterinary Clinic

$500+

Acadiana Smiles
Action Specialities
Adam Bernhard
Albert Simien
Alice Sagrera
Amy Hauser
Anna Maggard
Anonymous
Audrey Spencer
Brenda Mounier
Brian Ford
Brianna Davis
Brienne Hodges
Bright Beginnings Learning Center
Bright Funds
Brittany Guidry
Caneview Elementary
Carolyn Pannell
Cestia Wealth Management
CF&S Tank & Equipment
Charles Hollier
Charley Vallo
Christine Adams
Chun Lau
Clint & Torrie Cradeur
Cordell Dartez State Farm
COX Automotive
Crowley Primary Care
Cynthia Miller
Dalcon Primeaux
Dale Miniex

Danny & Beverly Wheeler
DBL Consulting LLC
Donald Voorhies
Dr. Gregory & Susan Glowacki
Eboney Breaux
Eddie Langlinais
Edward Bienvenu
Elise Faucheaux
Emily Hamner
Ethan Bush
Exchange Bank
First Methodist Church 
First Methodist Church Womens Ministries
Foodbank of Central Louisiana
Frosto’s
Future Unlimited Preschool and Daycare
George Ford
Glenda Thibodeaux
Green’s E-Z Way
Griffin Shea
Heather DeValcourt
Indoor Rec
Jagdish Gupta
James David
James Debaillon
James Johnson
James Vasquezi
Jeanelle Lowery
Jeanne Arceneaux Haik
Jerard Hussey
Jill Habetz

Joe Ethier
Josh Bendickson
Joyce Thibodeaux
Judy Hall
Julien Templet
Kalli Christ
Karen Miller-Lewis
Ken Dugas
Larry Langlinais
Leah & Stephen Lahasky
Lee Posey
Leif Pederson
Love Acadiana
Madge McLain
Malcolm Baker
Margie (Betty) Rougeau
Mark Landry
Mark Richard
Mashaera Alexander
Michael Sonnier
Michelle & Chris Karam
Michelle Breaux
Missy Andrade
Murial Sonnier
Naomi Chentlen
Nedra Green-Eggins
Nicholas Plaisance
O2 Face and Body
Patrick Theriot
Patrick Tuck
Rashonda Matthews

Rhyan Wheeler
Robert Eddy
Samantha Leger
Scott Breaux
Scott Korsmeyer
Scott Lowry
Sean Devillier
Sondra Myers
St. Ignatius School
St. Landry Bank
Stephanie Shea
Tamara Anthony
The Bank
Theodore & Jeanne Haik
Thomas Bluff
Thomas Falgout
Todd Perry
Tommy Meaux
Tons of Fun Preschool and Daycare
Trace Guidry
Troy Hebert
Tucker Touchet
United Way of Acadiana
Vanessa Singleton
Vermilion Leblanc Center for Learning
Virginia & Jimmy Shea
Walt & Dela Zenon
Wanda Johnson

$499- $1



Rhyan Wheeler	 President & CEO
Tamara Anthony	 Director of Operations
Brian Ford		  Director of Development, Region 1
Lisa Leubner		  Director of Development, Region 2
Amy Hauser		  Grants Manager
Elise Morrison	 Area Director, Region 1
Nedra Green-Eggins	 Area Director, Region 2
Kaitlyn Collins	 Recruitment & Engagement Manager
Samantha Leger	 Events & Marketing Manager
Wanda Johnson	 Office & Support Manager
Destiny Carson	 Marketing Coordinator

STAFF

Chief Volunteer Officer	   Joe Spell Tides Medical
Chief Volunteer Officer Elect	   Edward Bienvenu First National Bank
Past Chief Volunteer Officer	   Ben Lognion Superior Energy
			 
Executive Committee	
Angie Doyle		  Burgersmith
Brennan Breaux	 SLEMCO
Emily Hamner		 Pinhook Foundation
Vince Saitta		  Colomb & Saitta
			 
Board Members	
Abigail	 Payne		 Community Advocate
Albert Simien		 LHC Group
Brandy	Ledet		  Louisiana Economic Development
Dale Miniex		  University of Louisiana
Isabella Rossitter	 Junior League of Lafayette
Jamie Myers 		  Atlas Technical Consultants
Jason Patout		  Gulf Coast Bank
Jerard Hussey		  Investar Bank
Jhordi Henderson	 COX Communications
Lynwood Creswell	 Retired
Nanette Lavergne	 KADN/FOX News 15
Richie Haik		  Morrow, Morrow, Bassett, Ryan, & Haik
Robert Benoit		  Lafayette Fire Department
Tracy Wirtz		  LPSS
Vanner Erikson	 Northwestern State University

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS



2024 FINANCIALS
ITEM					    AMOUNT			   PERCENTAGE

Campaign				   1,478,856.51		  52.32%
Grants				    222,127.15		  7.86%
Events				    461,094.89		  16.31%
Miscellaneous			   96,076.20		  3.40%
AmeriCorps			   193,643.67		  6.85%
LA Alliance			   240,892.40		  8.52%
Government Grants		  68,150.75		  2.41%
United Way			   14,996.09		  0.53%
Membership Dues		  50,949.97		  1.80%
		
TOTAL				    2,826,787.63		  100.00%



BGCcadiana.com

P.O. Box 62166, Lafayette, LA 70596

337.268.9555

info@BGCcadiana.com


